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| Muckers of this
who believe

mnhl

the A, M £ Ohiurch now in oes-
sionhere. . ﬂlq will w wbody of dig-
nified, ﬂm and learned men legisha-
ting calmyly ipon matters pertaining to the
churel,  They will there see men who bave
distingnished themsclves in more than one
aphere in life, for that body comprises ex-
Congresswan, State legisiators, doctors,
lawyers, uingngeuﬂege professors, authors,
@ditorsthdM whiose speeches would
be a credit to men of brighter hue and great.
er pretensions, ' They will come in contact
with part. of the legitimate leaders of our
people ; there they will see those who have
been inahmntal in disrobing us of the
mantle of ignorance, prejudice, superstition,
idolatry and selfishness, which two Lundred
and forty. odd years of slavery had placed
around us; Ifafter seeing and learning all
that can be learned from this body of men
they do ot ehange theirideas as regards us,
we will be inelined to doubt the justuness of
thoir convictions; if not their vanity. The
session has been a marked one for its har-
mony 80 far, only now and then some one
desires to change the monotony and get a
little boisterous.

Of those who have made themselves con-
spicuous ns debaters or otherwise, we will
mention the Rev. €. 8. 8mith, of lllinois,
who is acknowledged to be one of the ripest
debaters on the floor ; but as some puts it,
he gets most too “ripe” at times. Rev, Dr.
Jackson, of Ohio, puzzles the galleries to
keep thelr ‘éyds on him; he is continually
moving, has a special seat, but seldom keeps
it, Rev. W. B. Derrick, of New York,
while partaking largely of the qualitics of
Dr. Jackson, seems to be decply interested
in all that is goiug on. Rov. A. M. Green,
of Louisiana, while a ready and accurate
spesker, is acknowledged to be the most dig-
uified and unostentatious member on the
floor, Dr. 8. W, Bryant, of Mississippi,
from the number of engngementn he has to
fill in the different city pulpits, is conceded
the honor of being the best pulpit orator in
the conference. The Hon. I. €. Wedrs, who
needs no introduction to your readers, has
had little to say. Revs. Drs. Huster, Jeni-
fer and Johnson, of Baltimore, bave also
distinguished themselves by their cloquence.

The second day'’s session was unimpor-
tant save the appointment of the different
committees. On Wednesday; Bishop Camp-
bell in the chair, a ripple was stirred when a
resolution was offered by Rev. C. 8, Jacobs,
complimenting and endorsing the Quadren-
nial sgrmon of Bishop Brown. Rev. C. 8.
Smith was very bitter in his denunciation of
the sermon, as he said it contained ideas
that are eutirely foreign to the doctrines of
Methodism. Finally the resolution was
withdrawn, Rev. W, R. Carson, of the East
Texas Conference, who had been expelled
from said conference, was by the General
Conferénce reinstated. He was prosecuted
by the Hevs. J. C. Embry and W. B. Der-
riek, and defended by Revs. C. 8. Smith and
J. H. A. Johnson. Bishop Cain, who pre-
sided at the conference that expelled him,
will toda¥ enter a protest against the action
of the General Conference. A resolution
presénted by Rev. Dr. Geo. B. Bryant, in re.
spect to the memory of Mr. Jobn F. Slater,

was slopted. Eloquent speeches upon the
4&-& character of this great philanthro-
pist ‘were made by Revs. Tanner, G. W.
Bryant and Bishop Turner. The Quadren-
nisl Address of the Bishops was read by
Bishop Dickerson. He was two hours read-
g, but it was such a comprehensive and
masterly prepared document that no one got
weary. It is said that it is the fnest that
hias been offered. In reading'it Bishop Dick-
orson st times grew eloquent and tnen de-
mm undivided sttention of the as.
semblege, After having summed up the
wany acts of injustioe heaped npon us by
reason of prejudice, and reviewing the de-

- gwion -of the Bupreme Court in repealing the

Civil Rights law, it ends in this manner:
“We recommend that our condition as s
race, who have beem true and loyal to the
couptry, be made a subject of fasting and

protrscted prayer and supplication to the

Giver of all good, asking Him to afford us
that relief which is denied us here amoify
our fellows.”

On Friday, Bishop Brown presiding, the
chairman of the Bunday Echool Depart
ment, Rev. C. 8. Smith, reported progress.
It was voted to adopt the constitution he
presented for the ues of Suuday schools by
sections. The first section was adopted, but
when the. second was sakea up there was

its gremmatical Insccuracies, that upon mo-
tion of Rev. Dr. J. H. A. Johnson it was re-
turned for correction. ' Quite a liveiy tilt
between Prof. Mitchell, of Ohio, and Rev.
C. 8. Smith was indulged in to the pleasure
of the house. Prof. Mitchell wanted the
document arranged absolutely grammatical,
while Rev. Smith wanted it arranged ac-
cording to common sense, Finally common
sense had to yield to grammar. Rev. Theo
dore Gould presented his report as manager
of the Book Concern. A committee of nine
was appointed to go to Philadelphia and ex-
amine the property, ete, belonging to the
Chnreh, to see that the deeds, mortgages,
ete., are corrcet. ‘The financial Secretary,
Rev. B. W. Arnett, made his report of the
finances. There have been collected during
the four years, of “Dollar Money,” $179,
864.30. A resolution in regard to the Sen-
ate Educational bill was presented, but not
scted upon  Saturday, Bishop Brown in the
chair, Rev. Dr. Townsend, Missionary Sce-
retary, made a very creditable report of the
work the church is doing in the cause of
missions. The appointments for Sunday for
the different churches were read. Nearly
all the colorod churches were supplied by
men from the conference.

Sunday was a great day in our city; the
sun shone brightly and the ladies appeared
at chureh attired in their new spring cos-
tuwes, some of which were simply superh,
In the alternoon we attended the thirty-sixth
anniversary of the Madison Street Presby-
terisn Sunday School. The chorch was
tastefully decorated with flowers of all de-
scriptions, and to add to the brilliancy of
the occasion a number of cages of singing
birds were suspended from different portions
of the church. The music was all new, and
was finely rendered by the school, under the
direction of Mr. W. W, 8mith. Mr. R. N,
Draper presided at the organ. Rev. C. 8.
Bmith and Rt. Rev. Wm. F. Dickerson, D.D.,
delivered addresses. The Bishop was par-
ticularly happy in his remarks; he toned
them so as to suit the ones he intended to
interest, Rev. Wm. W. Weaver, the pastor,
in introduecing Bishop Dickerson, spoke in
glowing terms of the African M. E. Church;
he said that it had done more to develop the
executive ability of the Negro thany any
other organization on the face of the earth,
Rev. Weaver is a broad minded, conservative
man, who works as well for the elevation of
his people in otuer churches as he works for
that of those of his same faith and doctrine,
Mr. Deaver, the Superintendent, presented
several prizes to persons who had been in
regular attendance upon the sessions of the
school during the year. A quintet from the
Arious sang very effectively, “Itis well with
my soul.”

On Monday morning we wended our way
to the seat of the conference. Bishop Tur-
ner was in the chair. It was the liveliest
seasion that they have had yet; some get-
ting most too lively for their comfort, as
they had to repent for some things they said
during a season of excitement. The occa-
sion was the resolution offered by Rev. C. 8.
Bmith, which were understood to be an indi
tect attack upon Bishop Brown's sermon,
In calling the roll for the vote all the Bish-
ops voted yea, with the exception of Bishop
Brown, who was absent, and Bishop Turner,
who declined to vote atall. The resolutions
were adopted, 127 yeas to 1l nays. The
resolutions are as follows :

Waereae, We recognize that it is justly
due to the righteous deeds, sublime sacrificé
and heroic devotion of those who conceived
and fashioned the distinetive elements in the
foundation and framework of our denomina-
tional orgsnization, that those who inherit,
possess and enjoy the fruits of their unwa-
vering faith, increasing diligence and unre-
mitting toil, shouid solemnly and emphati-
cally resist every effort calculating to work
& hasty, unwarranted and uonecessary de-
parture from the landmarks established by
their fathers ; and

WneneAs, We believe that the doetrines,
practices, usages and genins of American

Methodism and their successors to the pres-

sueh a batch of eriticisms presented against

ent day, should in their entirety, without
modification, restriction or enfargement, be
believed, practised rad conformed to by
those entrusted with the continued preserva-
tion and development of African Methodism
in its historic and progressive relations ; and

Weerzas, We further believe that in all
things essential as Souching the doctrines,
governmant, service, order and work of the
African Methodist- sopal. Church, there
should be oneness & parpose, concurrent
opinion, congruity of methods; hamony of
fecling and relations between the several fiic-
tiong that compose the whole;

Resolved, First—That we hold, as the re.
sult of our best knowledge and highest wis-
dom, based upon the facts cf history and the
teachings of experience. the same resulting
primarily from the origin and development
of American Methodlem, and secondarily
from the origin and development of African
Methodism , that it is highly inexpedient and
unwise to permit any innovation on the con-
current beliefs, practices and usages of Afri-
ean Metlodism, and in view of this wedo
not hesitate to affirm that the dogma of apos.
tolic succession is foreign and repugnant to
the concnrrent beliefs and teachings of Afvi-
can Methodism, and that no bighop or minis-
ter of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church should be allowed to publicly pro
claim opinions and views favorable thereto.
Second. As touching the usages and prac.
tices of the African Methodist Episcopal
Chureh, we are free to aver that while it is
desirable to secure yniformity in the order of
public services and to enlist, so far as possi-
ble, the thought and spirit of the people in
the same, and while wa grant that the orderly

repetition of the Decalogue, the Apostles’

Creed, the Ten Commandments and the re-
sponsive reading of the Scripture may con-
duce to the entertainment thereof, we stren-
ususly deny that the presence of a heavyand
prosy ritualistic service in our congregations
will in any sense increase their spiritnal in-
terests, and we deprecateany and all efforts
that favor the introduction of ritualism in
connection with our public services, Third.
That the wearing of robes, gowns or sur-
plices by any of the bishops or ministers of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church is
ut varianee with the gimplicity of Methodist
usages, and should, therefore, be discon-
tinued.

Resolved, That all laws or parts of laws in
conflict wich the spirit or langnage of these
resolutions be and the same are hereby re-
pealed.

It appears as if they are going to make
it warm and uncomfortable for Bishop Brown,
as he advanced the ideaal’ Apostolic succes-
sion, and also wore a robe in doing so. It is
hoped that an amiable adjustment of the
matter will be speedily brought about. The
great fault of the supporters of the resolu-
tions is, they wonld not submit them to dis.
cussion, but hurried them through as early
as possible. An effort is to be made to have
them reconsidered. A resolution was pre-
sented by Rev. Wm, B. Derrick touching up-
on the death of Wendell Phillips, but was
laid over for discussion until this morning,
Mrs. Francis E. W. Harper i8 to address the
conference this morning upon the temper-
ance work. It is thought the conference
will adjourn on the 22d, A series of English
dinners will be given the delegates four even-
ings this week Ly the ladies of Trinity A. M.
E. Church.

SPEAKER CARLISLE A SOUTHERN GAL-
LANT.

An incident oecurred the other evening in
one of the 3-cent ears which go from the
enpitol to the White House, which attracted
no attention at the time. but which, had it
oceurred before the war, would have been
widely commented upon. The car was full
of gentlemen and ladies, and Speaker Car-
lisle was sitting beside me; looking very
grave and probably thinking himself a great
foot for having sccepted fuch & trying posi.
tion as the S8penker of this Congress, when
a young negro girl entered the car. There
was no seat for her, and she grasped the
strap, lookirg vainly around for a seat
There was none to be seen, and no one rose
to give her one. At last the Speaker, com-
ing out of his meditation, saw her. He half
rose to give her his place, when he changed
his mind, and crowding the rest of ns toward
the car, made room for her beside himself,
and motioned her to sitdown. Bhe did so.
There was no ostentation about it, and the
Speaker relapsed into his moody meditations
as soon as it was over.— Washington Letter,

SPIRIT OF THE COLORED PRESS.
THE TARIFF.

There can be no doabt but that the tariff
question will be the allabsorbing topic iu
the political arens, and the wise and conser-
vative address of Mr, Bornard on lnat Mon-
day night ‘ended largely to simplify and
make plain to the working olasses this great
subject that affect American industries so
much. We sincerély hope that all frignds
to the grand prind‘plu of the Republlcan
party will do their duty in the coming strug-
gle. Ifthey do the Republican ensign will
be wafted securely throughout the land and
the good news will ascend.— The (Pelers-
burg) Lancel.

COIORED NEWSPAPERS.

It is not an unusual thing to hear onr tol-
ored people ridicule colored newspapers.
They seem to think that because colored
newspapers do not embrace the news to be
found in daily newspapers conducted by
white men, they are therefore of no service.
In this we are inclined to stute that they are
in error, for although white papers, so-called,
contain more general news than colored pa-
pers, so-called, the character of the news iz
not such as to speeinlly interest the colored
people, while the news items found in col-
ored newspapers are sclected with special re.
gard to the interests of colored people.
Again, people are led into a very grave error
in supposing that weekly newspapers are de-
voted to news entirely. The fsct is, that
weeklies are devoted to the dissemination
of useful knowledge, to the discussion of the
moral and economic questions of the day, to
the cultivation of home-life and the broad-
ening and liberalization of thought. And
colored newspapers go even beyond ‘this.
Their object is to rench the colored people
as a class, to impart such information as
will apply to them as a peculiar clement in
the Ameriean body politie, to suggest and
discuss the wisdom snd practicability of
special reforms, to note and utilize the po-
litical and social forces which may be instru-
mental in the advancement of the colored
people as a people, and to the neutralization
of Larricrs which shot us out from the full-
est enjoyment of our rights and of our lib-
erties.—Feoplc's (D. C.) Advocate.

GOOD ADVICE,

Colored men! Now is the time for you to
stop and think ! You who are in oflice, and
you who are not! The coming contest will
be the most important that you have ever
witnessed. Your votes will decide who shall
be elected.  Will you, in the future, regard
these professional office-scekers, or disre-
gard them? You have got to 'look out for
your own intercst. Your vote, wherever
cast, represents you. Will you ecast it where
it will be counted, or not ! Now is the time
to think and act wisely. We do not ask you
to violate the principles of the Republican
party ; but the »ctions of the leaders of the
party must be condemned by your vote.
You have no voice in their conferences. But
your in‘erest in this contest will he to sup-
port the men who will help your race.—Wil-
son (N. C.) News,

ANOTHER DARRIER REMOVED,

Massachusetts has in the passage ol the
act abolishing all diseriminations on the
part of insurance compnnies doing business
in the commonwealth, agninst persons on ac-
count of race and color, made good her
proud claim as leaderof the advanced thought
and humanity of the republic. His Excel-
lency, Gov. Robinson, signed the Lill on last
Tuesday, and it is now law. Good! One
more mile-post has been reached by the col-
ored people of Massachusetts in the march
to equality under the law.— Boston (Mass.)
Hub.

BASE AND COWARDLY.

It is & base aud cowardly slander to say
that colored peoplein the Bouth are Repub-
icans for money, and that there is mothing
too low and mean for them to do. They are
Repuablicans out of a misplaced gratitude to
party, and sell their votes no more than do
the white hirelings of the North. Nor are
they so sordid as to do any meanuness for
money. They respect all sincere people who
come from the North, but notl (resh, such as
has come here and made a silly endeavor to
be guides, when Jhey should he fulloweps.—
Charleston (8. C.) New Era.

COALITION,

May the colored men in North Carolina be
prepared as they were in the late contest,
when Geo. N. Folk ran. He it was that re-
ported, as cbairman of the jadiciary com-
mittee, the bill robbing the people of loeal
self goyernwent—he was pot heard ofin the

last convention. - Wl Mn Xork, when do-
feated in Novembardy his vote -for county
goverament, hide hisaself
mmmn.wh“
shuta its eyes on Griesoni,
Humphrey and NOFSEN,
for the party's sucedsi or dulll he'e tihe fo

hiz new allionce.~ Ty Pture South, ( Golds
boro.)

LEAVE ORF POMENS, '
| Eduentionally and morsily he (the Negro)
and’ thereby glves

dsrnpldly progresesing, and
great evidence of what he canand would do

in other fields of usefulness if:opportunity
offered. And right bere weadmonish him
that the sooner he becomes meore indepen-
dent or don't-care-ish im politics, and exes
cises his learning in a discretionary
a8 to voting, the better it will be for him.
As to “having patience,” he hasbad so much
that it has censed to be a virture, Pe
you would have him wait till the race
comes extinet ; if so, he would bave & long
wait, unless he follows the illustrious ezam-
ple of Fred. Dauglass, and thereby b
the extinction. We ask no more s
legislation for him, The decision of the
Supreme Conrt does noi cause him restleds-
ness, but we do ask for him a fhir “1"
chance for competition in the race of
He will then obtain the status for which the
civil rights bill originally aimed. Then it
would not require years nor centuries to ses
his coming out. That he is an implicit be-
liever in prayer agd has made commendable
advancement in religi on. there can be no
question, and while “the theologiane tell us
that God helps people who help themaelves,"
which is a very pretty precept we are also
told, and in no mistakeable language, to help
one another and live in brotherly Jove.—
Cleveland (Ohio) Gazette.

STEERING CLEAR OF PARTY.

When, loog ago, the Era showed the wis-
dom of the colored race steering clear of
party, aud formulating something outside
thereof, to place our people better than they
were, harsh criticism was applied to us for
not upholding the Republican party as »
beau ideal of our wants and aspirations,

Acting on principle and in the interest of
our people, regardless of how it affected any
organization, we pursaed our way. How
stands our r.royolitiol to-day? Whe ecan
say unpopu On the contrary, is it
not evident that the genarul sentiment or at
least of & very large portion of our people,
is strongly in favor of looking to ourselves
more than to any party for the accomplish-
ment of those ends in our llfc we 80 ‘much
desire. : Our people are .r::iuwo ll:
rateful people, and a (]

tgua.ble hemt‘l,t of libcrtl; that b.l.?, wt[o
them by some mesns, for which' "ﬂcy
thoughtlessly accord all ‘their hldﬁﬂ‘ to s
particular party. Party never guve ‘as: lib-
erty. The sceds of our liberty wegesown
by great philanttropists, who wro for
us entirely outside of party, and inside of
the fold of propagandists, who saw sofme
thing more in human Ilhﬂ'ty ‘than expedi-
ency or necessity afforded. Knowing these
traths as a stadent of faet as well as do,
we never did feel that we were indebted to
any party for our liberty, and hence saw that
we were under no special obligation "to llj'
human institution for the —partial

though it may be—that we now enjow. Let
us be true to ourselves and others will ba
true to us.— Charleston (8. C.) New Era,

TNO MUTUALITY.

How a Deceitful Negro Playel It in a Despicable
Way Upon His Hungry Fellow-Traveler.

A couple of darkies were traveling to-
gether on horseback, in hot weather, over &

sparsely settled country, where nothing est-’

able or drinkable could be obtained. Aboat
dinner time colored eitizen No. 1 complaina
of hnnger, and makes s proposition to go
into executive session of whatever provisions
they might have,

“What has yer got to bite?"

“Ise got a flask of ‘O bejn\ ful ' mbat's
wuff four dollars & gallon, What .Hnﬁ..b
pervishuns has you got 44

“I hain't got nuffin’ but a drlod

“What does yer say to swap
and haf? I gibs you haf de wllia
gibe me haf de dried tongue,”

“Nufl' sed. Hand ober de flask.”

The flask was handed over, and ‘withoht
drawing hreath the party of the mm
lowered the line of the horigonseveral inohes

below the equator. Then he Wl
smacker his lips and n

“Dat’s sich good
whislin',"

" thav.
w.

tonngue you has get#*

“Hain't t non 1

The owner of the
but
“Yer s ki

elling comppaion te shell
“] did Illb l dﬂod
no moah sense I wet W”

the latter made po sffgrt:
dat ar flask."”

nlyo-

No 1 rolled his eye
yroaghful manner.
“When's yer gw

mumu-ww'.-
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